8G:1   Section 26   Interpretation of Literature   11:00-12:15 TTh   in 14 EPB   Fall  2013

Instructor:  Weiss


What makes you believe? In this class, we'll be considering what it takes to convince others, to convince yourself, to make beliefs and to make make-believe. What do we let into our bodies and our minds: which sights, which sounds, which shapes, which words, which feels? (And once we've let things inside, what tries to get out?) We'll be looking at the reading of literature as a process of inoculation in which the disease becomes the cure--rich interpretation is a sure-fire way of manufacturing antidotes. (But what to do if the disease is death?) The drama of varying concentrations of different chemicals across the membranes of the mind plays out on the stage of time. So we'll be asking, who makes time for whom or what? People relate to people who make time for them, and they make time in return--but how does one observe what is too fast for the eye to see or too slow? We'll be considering literature as an art of time, an art of healing, an art of hurt. In the pursuit of these considerations, we'll be reading some short stories, some poems, some essays, two novels, and a little philosophy. Maybe you'll start to see yourself, your books, and your world in a new light.  There will be informal writing throughout the semester, two formal essays, and a final exam. 

Books:


Norton Introduction to Literature Shorter 11th Edition, University of Iowa Edition, [Norton, ISBN 9780393137538, $69.35]


The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald  [Scribner, ISBN 9780743273565, $15.00]


Slaughterhouse-Five – Kurt Vonnegut  [Laurel / Dell, ISBN 9780440180296, $7.99]
